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Film Review 
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Athens, Prague, 1Q data, Events 

 

GDPR & RESEARCH? 
We’ve all heard about the GDPR, but if you have actually tried to read 

the regulation, you found it is 88 pages long and written in legal 

jargon. In a nutshell, it is not very user friendly for scientists, but yet, it 

is very relevant to scientific research. 

LARI has created an informative 3-minute video which highlights the 

key elements of the GDPR which are related to scientific research. 

This video is a good starting point for understanding this complex 

regulation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBzqELMe2nY&t=11s  

If you still have questions and need help, please consult your local 

Data Protection Officer (DPO).  At LISER, the DPO is also a LARI 

Coach! 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBzqELMe2nY&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBzqELMe2nY&t=11s


  

Update from the LARI Secretary General  

 

LARI had an immensely busy March, with trips to Prague and Athens, teaching at 

the Univ of Luxembourg (highlights here: https://t.co/7UV5W1GJt0, and five ethics 

consultations.  LARI also reviewed its 1Q2019 stats (some of them are highlighted 

in this month’s newsletter). 

April is Stress Awareness Month, and it is a good time to reflect on the pressures 

that we feel in our lives: perhaps pressure to publish, pressure to obtain “good” 

data, pressure to succeed.  Pressure will always be part of our lives, but reflection 

helps us to prevent pressure from impacting us inappropriately.  Give yourself a 

time-out, just like surgeons do, to just stop and see what’s around you--time to 

explore what’s coming at you, the context of the pressure, and the various options 

you have.  If you need help, there are various resources at the UL, for example, an 

inclusion officer (Joanna West), welcome office for refugees (refugees@uni.lu), 

and psychological support (Irmgard Schröder aidepsycho@uni.lu). LARI can also 

help you deal with dilemmas and moral distress related to research pressures.  

We’re here for you! 

 

Katrina A. Bramstedt, PhD 
LARI Secretary General 

 
 
 
 

https://t.co/7UV5W1GJt0
https://t.co/7UV5W1GJt0
mailto:refugees@uni.lu
mailto:refugees@uni.lu
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MEET THE COACH 
LAURENT PRÉVOTAT : Quality, Health, Safety & Environment 

Manager at the Luxembourg Institute of Health (LIH).  He has a 

PhD in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and skills including lab 

& quality systems management, and privacy regulations. 

1.  What attracted you to the role of LARI Coach? Conducting 

research with Ethics and Integrity is of utmost importance for the 

reputation of every organization but also for a country--especially 

Luxembourg, which is a small one. Consequently, I have the 

willingness to support our researchers by encouraging Good 

Quality Practices in research and by ensuring the required 

environment to apply it properly. 

2.  Favorite science or ethics journal:  …from time to time, I do 

searches in PubMed on specific topics related to my activities, like 

Quality in research. 

3.  Best piece of advice you could give to a researcher: Be innovative, 

be disruptive, but still ensuring validity and originality of your 

discoveries. You are not alone within an institution, so do not 

hesitate to ask for support. 

4.  The most ethically challenging/complex aspect of scientific 

research currently:  Pressure on researchers is becoming higher in 

higher, mainly to find competitive funding.  What is challenging for 

researchers, despite this pressure, is to keep high science values. 

Don’t give up and take the time to ensure that your scientific 

production is done in the state of the art. 

5.  What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? I really enjoy time 

with my family, whatever the activity (hiking, travelling and 

visiting, eating....) 

6.  Is there something on your personal bucket list? Well, we 

travelled quite a lot in Europe, but surprisingly, we never put our 

feet on the Uncle Sam’s territory. So, let’s plan it.  I would also be 

interested in trying Bungee jumping because it really seems to be 

cool and fun but I will never do it, much too scary.... 



  

 

                                                            

Ethics in Film 
Based on a true story, Can You Ever Forgive Me? is a 

cinematic example of LARI’s common teaching topic: 

the fraud triangle.  The fraud triangle consists of three 

points: pressure, opportunity, and rationalization. In 

the film, a professional writer (Lee Israel) is dealing 

with an ever-growing mountain of pressure to 

publish.  In fact, her pressure mountain is really a giant 

glacier, as she has both inner (personal, below the 

surface) and external pressures.  As a viewer, 

watching the pressure pile up on her is physically 

painful but I could not stop watching as I was eagerly 

hopeful for someone to rescue her. When her cat died 

(her only coping tool besides alcohol), I knew she was 

in dire straits. 

 A once prolific writer who now has a pattern of blank pages, Lee experiments with plagiarism and 

finds it easy to cheat (and make a profit simultaneously).  The reward of one act of plagiarism 

catapults Lee into multiple acts of fabrication and deception.  She finds it is simple to deceive and 

seems caught up in the euphoria of her new writing ‘success’.  In fact, when faced with the fact that 

her bad acts have been discovered, rather than stopping, she ramps up her fraud to a new level.   

The film is rattling.  It will leave you reflecting.  Life will always have pressures and opportunities; 

ethical choices are what will preserve your integrity.  This film shows how pressure (if not managed) 

can swallow a person.    

In scientific research, pressure to publish can be internal and external. If you are faced with 

unrealistic output demands, requests for honorary authorship, conflicts with authors or publishers, 

reach out to LARI for assistance.  We provide a free ethics consult service to staff and 

students:  https://lari.lu/lari-services/resethics-consultation/  

 

Image: 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment, 2018 

No copyright infringement is intended. 

https://lari.lu/lari-services/resethics-consultation/
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            LARI on the ROAD 

March was a busy travel month for 

LARI.  The first stop was the 

National Technical University of 

Athens where LARI gave an invited 

presentation for the European 

Commission Directorate-General 

for Research & Innovation.  LARI 

presented the concept of research 

coaches who are peer support 

promoting ethical and robust 

research in Luxembourg. 

                               

The next stop was Prague.  At the Czech Academy of Sciences, LARI attended a two-day 

conference sponsored by ENRIO (http://www.enrio.eu/), the European Network of 

Research Integrity Offices.  At this conference, LARI participated in a film shoot about 

the tasks and challenges of research ethics and research integrity, and networked with 

other research integrity officers from across the EU. 

   

  

http://www.enrio.eu/
http://www.enrio.eu/


 

 

CCONSULTATION 

 

 

IT’S FREE! 
LARI CONSULT SERVICE & REGISTRY 

Faced with an ethical dilemma in the 

design or conduct of your research? 

Need some advice? 

LARI provides a free, ethics consult 

service to researchers of all levels 

(Faculty, staff, students) who are 

affiliated with its member 

organizations: University of 

Luxembourg, LISER, LIST, LIH, and 

FNR. 

During a consult your dilemma is 

analyzed by a bioethicist (LARI 

Secretary General, Dr. Katrina 

Bramstedt) and potential solutions 

are posed in a written consult report.  

Consults are part of a registry for QI 

and research 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubm

ed/25758372  

It’s easy to request a consult.  Just 

contact LARI at 

secretarygeneral@lari.lu  

  
 

  

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25758372
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25758372
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25758372
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1Q2019 LARI DATA 
LARI has been working on calculating its 1Q2019 results….  Here is a brief snapshot of 

just a few of our outputs: 

 

4 teaching sessions (33 contact hours, 100+ learners, 57 feedbacks): Strassen, Belval, 

Kirchberg, Limpertsberg 

 

 

 

9 ethics consults for students and staff: 5 research ethics consults, 4 organizational   

ethics consults.  Topics: professionalism (2), COI, privacy, publishing, animal welfare, 

study methods, policy, REC review. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Course Rating (SurveyMonkey), %

Excellent Very Good Good Fair Poor

“Thank you very much 

for the quick and 

detailed consult!”  

“Thank you for the report 

and the consultation (and 

the chat!)”  

“I think [the report 

and consultation] 

are spot on.”  

“thanks a lot 

this is most 

helpful.” 

“Thank you so much for 

your valuable 

output.”  ”…Very useful.”  

“Many 

thanks 

Katrina!” 



 

COMING EVENTS  
RESEARCH/SCIENCE EVENTS IN LUXEMBOURG 

 

 

Representation and Measurement Issues in Surveys: Problems and Solutions 
5 APRIL, 11:00am – noon 
Campus Belval, Maison du Savoir, Room 2.380 
 

 
 
Dr Oliver Lipps from the University of Lausanne is an expert in survey methodology and survey 

research. Oliver will discuss issues with telephone interviews as well as interviewer effects (and how 

these effects are a major source of error in research). 

https://wwwen.uni.lu/university/news/events/representation_and_measurement_is
sues_in_surveys_problems_and_solutions  
 
 
 
 

Web of Lies 
23 APRIL, 2pm – 3pm 
 

This seminar is at LISER. 
Please register at: https://www.liser.lu/?type=module&id=99&tmp=2834  
 
Dr Manu Muñoz-Herrera is a Postdoctoral Associate at NYU Abu Dhabi.  His research includes social 
networks, social norms, behavioral game theory, and experimental economics. 
 
 
 
 

https://wwwen.uni.lu/university/news/events/representation_and_measurement_issues_in_surveys_problems_and_solutions
https://wwwen.uni.lu/university/news/events/representation_and_measurement_issues_in_surveys_problems_and_solutions
https://wwwen.uni.lu/university/news/events/representation_and_measurement_issues_in_surveys_problems_and_solutions
https://wwwen.uni.lu/university/news/events/representation_and_measurement_issues_in_surveys_problems_and_solutions
https://www.liser.lu/?type=module&id=99&tmp=2834
https://www.liser.lu/?type=module&id=99&tmp=2834


 

 

Finding LARI 
LARI is located at 6, avenue des Hauts-Fourneaux, in Esch-sur-Alzette   
(near the basketball court). Bus #15 stops at our front door.    

Website: www.LARI.lu 

 

https://twitter.com/LARIluxembourg  

 

  
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11853217  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/ucbh-x6aonu4i-

o9zses37cq  

http://www.lari.lu/
http://www.lari.lu/
https://twitter.com/LARIluxembourg
https://twitter.com/LARIluxembourg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11853217
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11853217
https://www.youtube.com/CHANNEL/UCBH-X6AONU4I-O9ZSES37CQ
https://www.youtube.com/CHANNEL/UCBH-X6AONU4I-O9ZSES37CQ
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